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YIRRA YAAKIN THEATRE COMPANY 
Statement 

HON DAN CADDY (North Metropolitan) [10.02 pm]: I rise briefly to acknowledge the outstanding contribution 
being made by Yirra Yaakin Theatre Company to the arts sector, and to telling the story of our local first Australians, 
and for its contribution to Western Australian society as a whole. I was fortunate enough to be invited to a function 
last Thursday evening for donors to Yirra Yaakin. The event was hosted by Wesfarmers Arts, and the board of 
Yirra Yaakin.  
It was a truly magical evening. We were treated to poetry written by Indigenous man Maitland Schnaars. He set 
a couple of his poems to the Didgeridoo. It was a very moving experience. The conversation I had afterwards 
with Maitland about where he draws his inspiration from was also fascinating. I felt very privileged to have had 
that conversation. 
YirraYaakin is committed to developing and mentoring the next generation of our First Nations theatre professionals 
in all facets of production, both on stage and behind the scenes. It intends to keep standing tall for its communities 
through sharing First Nations stories and storytelling through the magic of theatre. But the main reason I rise tonight 
is to inform the house that Yirra Yaakin Theatre Company was recently nominated for in the order of a dozen awards 
at the 2021 Performing Arts WA Awards. It took home eight of those awards, including best main stage production, 
best new work, best mainstage director, best actor female, best supporting actor female, best supporting actor male, 
best newcomer theatre, best lighting design, and best composition. A special mention to Cezera Critti-Schnaars, 
who is the daughter of Maitland, about whom I was just speaking, who took out two of those awards. 
Members, this is an incredible feat and shows the strength of the company, its actors and its board, and especially the 
artistic Director, Ms Eva Grace Mullaley. Eva is a proud Yamatji woman. She graduated from the Western Australian 
Academy of Performing Arts in 2003, and within two years was directing Indigenous theatre. In the 20 years since, 
her roles have included director, arts administrator, stage manager, tour manager and producer for both national 
and international productions, just to name a few. She has worked as a director for Moogahlin Performing Arts, 
Yellamundie Indigenous Playwrights Festival, Ilbijerri Theatre Company, Te Rehia Theatre Company, WAAPA, 
and Yirramboi Festival. She has also worked as the development producer for the Australian Blackfulla Performing 
Arts Alliance, which as members would know is the national peak body for Indigenous theatre and performers. 
She is currently the artistic director at Yirra Yaakin Theatre Company here in Perth, the only Indigenous theatre 
company in Western Australia, and it is, in my opinion, very fortunate to have her. A large measure of the troupe’s 
success in recent times can probably be attributed to her. I have had the pleasure of meeting Eva on a few occasions 
over the last couple of years and I have seen a couple of the shows that she has directed. She is a force of nature 
and I look forward to their new show, Dating Black, when it comes out in November. 
I congratulate everyone at Yirra Yaakin on this incredible achievement at the 2021 Performing Arts WA Awards. 
Thank you. 
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